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YEARS TAKE THEIR TOLL AT LANDMARK OF RILEY SCHOOL. 


! The cornerstone of the old Rile 
School building will be opened at 
a public ceremony to be held at 
the new school building on Satur- 
day evening, Sept. 13. { 
The program will be in charge 
of a committee which includes 
John Moseman, E. M. Christy, Rus- 
sell Price, Marvin Ray, Robert 
Clingerman and Arlie Stephens. 
The original building, which has 
been wrecked, was erected in 1875 


Old Landmark At Riley Disappears and Citizens 
Plan Opening On the Original Cornerstone 
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at a cost of $9,000, at the time that 
Dr. C. W. Russell was township 
trustee. The firm of Teaney & 
Wilson of Terre Haute were the 
contractors. 

Five-eights of the cost was paid 
by the township and three-eights 
by Riley Lodge No. 390 F. & А. М. 
The third story was owned and 
controlled by the Masonic lodge 
with the first and second’ floors 
owned by the township used as a 
school. 
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This three story brick school was built in 1875, when Dr. Charles W. Russell was trustee. The Beckwith & 
Gookins histories both state the cost to be $9,000. Some sources say $13,000. The township paid 5/8 of the 
cost & the Masonic Lodge paid the other 3/8. The third floor belonged to the Lodge. There were two class 
rooms on each of the first two floors. As the building was not yet completed, no school was taught in the 
high school room until 1876. It was called the Excelsior Seminary. (The plaque said Lockport school #5) 
This stately old building was torn down in the spring of 1947. In the lower lefthand corner of the picture is 
the home & dairy of James Dailey. 
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The new high school built in 1910. 


In 1925, the school above was enlarged to nearly double in 


size. It contained a nice gymnasium and stage. 
This school burned 8 March 1937. 
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RILEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


In 1938 a new school was built. This new school and equipment 
cost $153,585.00. In 1962, it was turned into an elementary 


school. It was torn down in 1998. 
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RILEY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


Deceased: Nola Smith Hoctor 
Leota Lowe 
Floy Brown Ray 


Deceased: Clarence Barr 
Lloyd Fagg 
Maude Milner 


Ruth Jackson Krueger 


Deceased: Russell Bowsher 
Pauline Graham Butler 
Glenn Green 
Esther Jackson Mecke 


Deceased: Cara Murle Amerman 
Ruth Roberts Dailey 
Lola Baker Graham 
Homer Powell 


Deceased: Herbert Barr 
Harry Forster 
Sadie Price St. Clair 


Violet Moorehead Wyeth 


Deceased: Logan Furry 
Sylvia Kester Milner 
Mary Smith 
James Trimmer 


CLASS OF 1911 


Cora Parker Lowe 
Herschel Parker 


CLASS OF 1912 


Edith Hults Barr 
Ted Graham 
Robert Moorehead 


CLASS OF 1913 


c/o Carolyn Johnson 
4096 Deitz Farm Circle 


Mary Trimmer Bullerdick 
Alma Ray Cardwell 

Harry Knox 

Marie Fox Parker 


CLASS OF 1914 


Letha Hults Brill 
Victor Fisk 

Curtis Johnson 
Rula Rice Woolard 


CLASS OF 1915 


Edith Lemmons Bird 
John Grose 
Everett Wilson 


CLASS OF 1916 
Address Unknown 
Reva Lee Graham 


George Overton 
Lola Bradfeild Stephenson 
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Etna Lowe 
Horace Powell 


Winifred Brill 
Lotus Tyron Knopp 
Verne Whitacre 


Albuquerque, NM 


Hazel Myers Bush 
Frances Forster 
William Leminger 
Robert Smith 


Ralph Brill 
Findley French 
Floyd Moorehead 


Elizabeth Price Fisher 
Ralph Ray 


Fern Thompson Miller 
Lola Hults Powell 
Geneva Carter Thomas 
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Deceased: Gretchen Graham Felling 


Mark Schinnerer 


Edna Price Butts 
Eula Clingerman Lee 
Edwin Reece 

Edna Campbell Talley 


Deceased: 


Deceased: Aileen Daugherty 


Phila Baker Lowe 


William Barker 

Vern Green 

Charles Jewell 

Mary Alice Walls Mallet 
Rosa Trimmer Siner 


Deceased: 


Elliott Bratt 
Frances Brady Fuson 
Glenn Perry 


Deceased: 


Ruby Streeter Nicoson 
Geneva Reynolds Tucker 


Deceased: Blanche Hults Bratt 
William Jones 
Inez Green McPherron 
Ancel Tucker 


CLASS OF 1917 


Lois Lee Furry 
Carl Scott 


CLASS OF 1918 


Edith Fox Harmon 
Gerald Lewis 
Ruth Ray Roberts 
Clyde Wyeth 


CLASS OF 1919 


Mary Ray Davis 
Wayne Morgan 


LASS OF 1920 


Blinn Fox 

Lewis C. Grose 
Nathaniel Jones 
William Overton 
Gilbert Smith 


CLASS OF 1921 


Tina Rost Butland 
Mildred Forster Gott 


CLASS OF 1922 


6221 State Rd 159 


Green Hill Manor 


Venton Fox 


Henerietta Gastenieu Lammey 


Beulah Hixon Moorehead 
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Horace McCrocklin 


Mae Thompson Hickman 
Roy Murle 

Roger Server 

Helen Flesher Yeager 


Ruth Graham King 
Charles O. Sankey 


Milderd Fox Frodeman 
Carrie Jackson 
John Leminger 
Elizabeth Stout Reece 


Ruth Ripley Butt 
Leonard Lowe 


Terra Haute, IN 47802 


Fewler, IN 47944 
Ruth Baker Hesler 

Hobart Lidster 

Ralph Ringo 
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Riley Sch 


Ыр, > 
By DOROTHY 7. CLARK 


ool Trustees. | 


le? 


.. On November 23, 1836, the town of Riley, then called Hazel Green, was platted by Na- 
tnaniel Donham. After the construction of the Wabash and Erie Canal locks near this loca- 


tion. the jittie town was called Lockport, and still is by the old-timers: 


p 


One authority states that the first school teacher was John Dickie who taught in a log 


school house. Another source states that 
lownship. In 1834 another school 


Wooien ard. з 
George Rec- 
tor. 

An histori- 
cal sketch 
written by 
Charles 


Meighen tells 
that as early 
as 1840 af 
frame school Е 
building was Tem 
erected south "T 

of the rail Dorothy J. Clark 
road in Section 21. Among 
the first teachers to teach in 
that building were Lida Luce, 
Annie Jones, Matthew San- 
key, Albert B. Hussong, Chas. 
W. Russell and W: R. Hal- 
stead. 

In 1875 the old brick 
schonl building was ег сіе on 
Section 16. This building was 
later owned by the Masonic 
Order and К. О. P. Lodges 
and wrecked in the Spring of 
1947. 

Dr. Charles W. Russell was 
trustee or Riley Township at 
the time. He had ten schools 
with their teachers under his 
care in 1874. This new build- 
ing, costing $13,000, was 
called Excelsior Seminary 
and was said to be опе in- 
termediate room and Lida 
Gordon taught in the primary 
room. Since the building was 
not completed at that time, 
no school was taught in the 
high school room. 

First Principal. 


in the autumn of 1876, 
- William M. Moss was made 
principal of the high school. 
Centennary А. Ray was 
Trustee of the township at 
that time. Taylor Robertson 
‘taught in the intermediate 
room and Mrs. W. M. Moss 
taught in the primary classes. 
Mr. Moss served as principal 
for four years, followed by 
Н. 7. Donham іп 1880, 
George Grosjean in 1882. A. 
D. Johnson from Canada in 
1883, Thomas J. Scott from 
1884 through 1888. Samuel 
Duval lin 1888 and 1889, 
` James L. Price іп 1889-1890, 
Edward Brunker in 1892-1893, | 
Мг. Wagner іп 1894-1895, 
Richard McCloskey trom 1906 | 
to 1902, Thomas Powell in 
2902-1804, and Mr. Anderson | 
-from 1905 to 1908. i 


In 1910 a high school build- | «County | School 


ing was erected on the pres- + 
ent school site. Joseph L. Сга: ' 
ham was trustee at the timc. { 
As the school enroilment in- 
creased, it became necessary 
to make an addition to tnat 
building in 1925 when Robert 
Clingermaz was trustee. 

This entire building along 
with shop and agriculture 
building was destroyed by 
fire in the early morning of 
March 8, 1937. The whole 
community rallied behind 
Trustee Clingerman and mi- 
raculously the new school 
building was : completed іп 
August, 1938. This school is 
now being used as an ele- 
mentary school since Vigo 


Jared Lykens taught the first school in 1824 in Riley 
was located'on the Clay county line and taught by Eleven 


Reorganita- 
tion has been put in efiect. 

According to Мг. Clinger- 
man. the only trustee to have 
been elected to that ofiice 
three times in Riley townshin, 
the duties of that office have 
been reduced greatly  he- 
cause of the county school 


; system. When he began his 


first term of office in 1923 
he had some 30 miles of dirt 
roads with wooden bridges 
and culverts under his care. 
There were the poor relief 
problems in addition to the 
School responsibilities. All the 
children of the township 
were hauled to the one school 
at Riley, which was over- 
flowing and undergoing re- 
modeling. “In the late win- 
ter and spring the roads 
were not too good, but we 
made it," according to Mr. 
Clingerman. 
Lifelong Resident. 

A iitelong resident of Ri- 
ley Township, Mr. Clinger- 
man received his education 
in the Riley schools. He re- 
called elections of past years 
when almost every voter 
became interested and tried 
to get the man of their 
choice elected to the office of 
school trustee. He has com- 
piled a list of all the Riley 
trustees of the past 90 years. 
from Dr. Chas. W. Russell 
in 1873 ta Clyde Sampson 
who is presently serving. 
Only fhree ex-trustees are 
still living—John R. Mose: 
man, Everett Fox and Mr. 
Clingerman. 

Following are the trustees 
and their terms. 

1873-1876 — Dr. Chas. W. 
Russell. » 


R 


lam. Library 


1877-1880 -- Centennary А. 


ay. 
' 1881-1884—Firman Y. Brill. | 
1885-1888 — Americus А. 
Gordon. 
1889-1892— Wm. Riley Rav. 
1893-1896— Theodore Price. 
1897-1900-—William Clark. 
1901-1904-.-Сһав J. Asper- 
Бет. " 


1905-1908 — John Schin- 
nerer. 

1909-1914 — Joseph L. 
Graham. 

1915-1918 — Joseph Reyn- 
olds. 


1919-1922-—Edgar Jeffers. 

1923-1926--Коһегі Clinger- 
man. 

1927-1930—Everett Fox. 

1931-1934— Edgar Jeffers, 

1935-1938-—Robert Clinger- 
man. 

1939-1942—Robert Clinger- 
man. 

1943-1946—-Arley Stephens. 

1947.1950—Arley Stephens, 

1951-1954 —Warner Lowe. 

1955-1958—John R. Mose- 
man. 

1959-1962—Jonn R. Mose- 
man. 

1963-1966—Clyde Sampson. 

In his sketch Mr. Meighen 
remarked in closing that the 
spirit which Prof. Moss mani- | 
fested as principal of Excel- | 
sior Seminary extended be- | 
yond that pioneer period in 
the educational history о! 
Riley Township Schools 
through the succeeding years, 
and the progress manifested 
in this modern era is largely 
due to the high standards of 
education set by the early 
teachers of the township. This | 
remark made іп 1938 at the ; 
dedication ceremonies still 
holds true a quarter of a cen- 
tury later. 
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the land, which was probably how 
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the school got its name. 


Sometime after that date, the school house was moved further north, 
north of Maple avenue on Fruitridge avenue. The site of the old Harri 


School, as it was called then, is now the Tumpane Company. formerly t 


It was described as a two-room, |ғ---- 


red brick structure with a belfry. 
An entrance hall, stretched across 
the entire front of the school, 
was used as a 


hooks served 


outdoor cloth- 
ing and shelves 
for dinner! 
buckets. Мой- i 
ern lockers! 
and cafeterias | 
were still far in : 
the future. A high board fence} 
went around the back and sides of, 


Dorothy J. Clark 


the school property with a white: | 


picket fence and hitching rack 
across the front. Instead of a gate, 


Ward Malone, Jessie Smith Nation, 
Carrie Bunce, Mabel Markle Weir, 


Mamie Stoecker, Naomi Hughes, | 
Helen Scehurger, Ruth Iall Smith, 


cloak room, |) Eunice Tichenor, Helen Brotherton 
where rows of:}Furstenburger and Lillian Sum- 


mers. If there were others, I would ! 


for hanging up: | like to hear about them too. | 


There was no commencement ; 
for graduates ot the Rogers School. 
|All pupils in Harrison Township 


were required to take an examina- 


tion in the County Superintendent's 
-------- a a iai жәке. 


office in the courthouse. Usually 

the teacher went along with the 
pupils for moral support. 
Oldtime Games. 

The games played by those chil- 

| dren of half a century ago were 


there was a stile. The picket fence | , quite different from those enjoyed 


later was replaced with an iron | 
pipe railing which aftorded the i 
pupils much exercise and amuse- 
ment in “skinning-the-cat.” Í 


The whole area was shaded һу! 
huge maple trees. Oout in front the 
students could refresh themselves 
with a cold drink from the tin cup 
hanging at the well. A large frame 
coal shed, painted red, was the 
perfect place to play ''andy-over." 
Since horses furnished the only! 
means of transportation, mar 


i shelter was provided for by build- 


ing lean-tos near the out-houses. 
The south room was used as the; 
main school, while the north room 
was known as the Pleasant Vallev 
Sunday School room. Double doors 
connected the two rooms with the 
heating stove placed in the center 
of the back. There were grecn 
Venetian blinds at the windows. 
Pupils. | 
Some of the pupils меге from 
the families of J. W. Smith, Jack 
Fry, Wagner, King. Chas. Glad- 
hart, John Coltrin, Chas. Jackson, 
Chas. Chunn, Price, Piker, Her- 
man Myers. Albert Myers, Minks, 
Baumgartner, Moore, Alvis, Edgar 
Hall, Oscar Hall, Beall, Swinford, , 
Flossnoe. Fred Liggett, Bridge- 
water, Dowdy. Pritchard, Ennis, ! 
Hodges, Butts, Gunn, Willis, : 
Rogers, Tanner, Leforgc, Reeves, | 
McCoskey and Griffet. 


In the winter the girls wore | 
high-necked woo! dresses with’ 
gingham or calico aprons. Their 
hair was braided in pigtails tied 
with ribbons, unless they were 
lucky enough to have naturally 
curly hair. The boys whore knee 
pants and shirts. Тһе teachers 
wore shirt waists, skirts and fancy 
aprons. 

As near as I've been able to de-, 
termine, the teachers at the old 
Rogers School were (not necessar- || 
ily in order): Helen Rankin, Elvan- ! 
etta Brown, Mary Scholastica, | 


a 


iof the girls had been quarantined 


by modern children with a few ex- 
ceptions. Spelling bees, marbles, 
drop-the-handkerchief and statues 
are still played, but how many re- 
member how to play fox-and-geese, 
what’s-your-trade, trot-trot-to-town, 
name-something-black, blackman, 
or dance-the-cakewalk? Hide-and- 
seck was a great favorite then, | 
even as now, as was pretending to 
drive horses, ice skating on the 
nearby pond, sledding and ball that 
was made of twine string, carefully 
wrapped just so. 


During a smallpox epidemic, two 


at home, Fully recovered, they 
‘were out for the first time, апа! 
!drove past the school in their 
'grandmother's buggy. One of the 
boys happened to see them driving 
past and was so frightened he 
jumped out the back window and 

ran home. It so happened that 
another child had become ill that 
,day and was lying across two 

chairs back of the stove. When she 

was taken home, the doctor was 

called, and his diagnosis was small- , 
pox. This caused the school to Бе: 
closed, as everyone had smallpox ; 
excepl tne teacher, Miss Hughes, 

who had been vaccinated. 

Pest House. 


The pest house was a frame 
building on Maple avenue on the 
County Poor Farm property, Pa- 
tients at one lime were in а tent 
in a field north of the Pest House. 
People were so afraid of the; 
disease that they would not drive} 
along Maple avenue. 


Its hard to realize now what a, 
lonely place the Rogers School was ! 
those days. The nearest house was 
at least three-quarters of a mile 
away. Only an occasional buggy or 
wagon would pass. 

Mrs. Mary Orth served as the 
first superintendent of the Pleasant 
Valley Sunday School organized in 


son Twp. School No. 5, or Rogers 


Se Hoot. 


about three-quarters of a miie 


he Теге Haute Ordnance Depot. | 
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1898 hy Carrie Bunch іп the north! 
room of the school house. Follow-| 
ing her were Rose S mith, Ida; 
Chunn, Walter Marks, Esther Hall: 
and Edgar Smith. Ministers from 
the Terre Haute churches were in- 
vited out to give talks. Mr. Marks 
and Mr. McKee from the Maple: 
Avenue Methodist Church would | 
walk out Maple avenue to Fruit- 
ridge avenue just to help out the 
Sunday School. 


Mrs. Gladys Chunn Goss, а 
former Rogers School pupil, gave . 
this description of the Sunday ' 
School room: "'There was a redi 
and tan jute runner on the floor. } 
Kerosene lamps hung in brackets ! 
at the windows and also from the ' 
ceiling. There was a desk, book- | 
case, organ and a coal stove for ' 
heating. The wooden and сапе- 
bottomed chairs were given to the 
Bethany Retormed Church, hauled | 
there by Oscar Hall, after the Sun- 
day School was disbanded. The 
hanging lamps were given to the 


King’s Daughters Home for Aged | 
Couples, on the Lafayette Road at 
Stop 13.” ! 

Former Students. | 


Former students that I have 
been able to locate are Anna R. 
Smith, Mary E. Smith, May Myer 
Ruszler. Wallace A. Myer, Olive 
Myer Havens, Elmer Swinford, 
Blanche Swinford Mayes, Clara 
and Lena Baumgartner, Anna King 
Prather, Ruth Hall Smith (a pupil 
who later became a teacher), 
Hazel Chunn, Helen Chunn Loser, 
‘Audrey Chunn Harrison, Walter 
Fry and Helen Fry Bandy. 

Anna King Prather attended the 
Rogers School earlier than anyone 
still living. One of her teachers, 
Jessie Smith, boarded with the 
King family, and in later years 
gave the school hell, which she 
used to summon the Rogers stu- 
dents of seventy years ago, to her 
good friend, Mrs. Nellie Clark, 
This historic bell, along with pic- 
tures and other mementoes of the 
old Rogers School will be on dis- 
play at the booth of the Vigo | 
County historical Society at the 
County Fair. 


After serving a long life of use- 
fulness in educating the children, 
both in the three R’s and in re- 
ligious matters, the old Rogers 
School was discontinued and torn 
down in 1913 or 1914. It continues 
to live however in the memories | 

‚ ОЁ its many former students who 
| hold regular reunions to talk over | 


_the old times and the “good old ! 
j days." Ч 
1 
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